
Rumba Elements – 2:3 clave 

 

a) pulse (one bar repeated) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x    x    

 

b) clave (2-bar pattern) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks   x  x    

 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x   x    x 

 

c) cascara (2-bar pattern) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x  x  x x  x 

 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x  x x  x  x 

 

d) bombo (2-bar pattern) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks         

 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks    x     

 

e) tumbao (one bar repeated) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks       x x 

 

  



Rumba Elements – 3:2 clave 

 

a) pulse (one bar repeated) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x    x    

 

b) clave (2-bar pattern) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x   x    x 

 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks   x  x    

 

c) cascara (2-bar pattern) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x  x x  x  x 

 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks x  x  x x  x 

 

d) bombo (2-bar pattern) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks    x     

 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks         

 

e) tumbao (one bar repeated) 

count 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 

picking d u d u d u d u 

attacks       x x 

 


