




ABOUT THIS BOOK

This is one of the largest, if not the largest, comprehensive collections of hymns ever

assembled. It contains a huge variety of cross-denominational hymns, spanning several

centuries. In the research phase of this book, over 75 hymnals were consulted, some

dating back to the mid-1800s.

It is a common practice in hymnals to alter the text in various ways for the sake of

modern perceptions. In this book, however, we have made every effort to retain the

original texts whenever possible. We have also attempted to include most, if not all, of

the original verses, generally up to six. The chord symbols allow players to harmonize

their own arrangements, while preserving the authentic chord progressions.

For those who are unfamiliar with this format, a "fake book" attempts to provide a

shorthand version of all essential elements: melody, lyrics and chords. In other words,

"faking it." Although the four-part harmonies typically found in hymnals are not

included, these arrangements are intended for players, soloists, or group singing.

-The Editors
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